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SYLLABUS 

4.1 Input through Form controls using -Text Box, 

Text Area, List Box, Check Box, Radio Box, 

Hidden Fields 

    4.2 Submitting form values, using $_GET and 

 $_POST Methods, $_REQUEST 

    4.3 Accessing form inputs with Get/Post 

 functions 

    4.4 Combining HTML and PHP codes together 

 on single page, Redirecting the user 

    4.5 Basics of cookies, Using Cookies and 

 maintaining Session 
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4.6 Using Cookie Variable, Using Cookies with 

Authentication 

    4.7 Understanding sessions and Session Variable 

    4.8 Starting a session, Registering and modifying 

 Session Variable 

    4.9 Managing user preferences with session 
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4.1 INPUT THROUGH FORM CONTROLS 

Introduction to Forms:  

Whenever you are going to design a page, which 

can accept information from users through 

various input fields. 

We can define a form in PHP page using 

<form>..</form> tag. 

A form can contain input elements like  

 Textfield, Textarea, Checkboxes, Radio-buttons 

, Drop-down list, Submit buttons etc.. 

 Forms are used to pass data to a server. 

The FORM element has no formatting attributes. 
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Creating the form: Following code is used to create a simple form 
which take First Name and Last Name from user. 

<html> 

<body> 

<form action=""> 

<fieldset> 

<legend>Personal information:</legend> 

Name:  

<input type="text" size="30" /><br/></input> 

E-mail:  

<input type="text" size="30"><br> 

Date of birth: <input type="text" size="10"> 

</fieldset> 

</form> 

</body> 

</html> 
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Output: 
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INPUT ELEMENTS 
 
 Input elements are used to get input from user in 

various format. Its properties are specified in TYPE 

attribute of <INPUT> ..</INPUT> tag. 

 

 Input Elements Properties: 

 TYPE: Type of INPUT entry field 

 NAME: Variable name passed to application. 

 VALUE: Data associated with variable name 

 CHECKED: Botton/box checked by default 

 SIZE: Number of characters in textfield 

 MAXLENGTH: Maximum number of characters 

accepted 
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LIST OF INPUT ELEMENTS 

Sr. No Type Control 

1 Text Textbox 

2 Hidden Hidden box 

3 Password Textbox with password 

4 Submit Submit button 

5 Checkbox Check box 

6 Radio Radio button 
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Attributes of Forms: 

 

 ACTION: It is the URL of the CGI (Common Gateway 
Interface) program that is going to accept data from 
the form, Process it, then Send a response back to 
browser. 

 

 METHOD: GET (default) or POST specifies which 
HTTP method will be used to send the form’s contents 
to web server.  
 

 ENCTYPE: Mechanism used to encode the form 
contents. You can leave this attribute as default. 

 NAME: This attribute specifies the name of the Input 
control. 
 

 TARGET: Target frame where response page will 
show up. 
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EXAMPLE 
 <html> <body> 

 Textbox: 

 <form>Name <input type="text" name="txt1“></form> 

 Textarea: 

 Address:<textarea  name="txtarea1" rows=”5” cols=”20”></textarea> 

 Password: 

 <form>Password: <input type="password" name="pwd“></form> 

 Radio Buttons: 

 <form> 
 <input type="radio" name="gender" value="male">Male<br> 
 <input type="radio" name="gender" value="female">Female 

 </form> 

 Check Boxes: 

   <form> 
 <input type="checkbox" name="vehicle" value="Bike">I have a bike<br> 
 <input type="checkbox" name="vehicle" value="Car">I have a car  

   </form> 

 Submit Buttons: 

   <form name="input" action="html_form_action.asp" method="get"> 
 Username: <input type="text" name="user"> 
 <input type="submit" value="Submit"> 

    </form>   

 </body></html> 
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OUTPUT 

11 



 Dropdown list: This is like combobox control of 

Visual basic. Select list is used to select one option 

from given list of choice. 

 List Box: This is like List control of visual basic. 

Select list is used to select one option from given list of 

choice. 

 

 SELECT: Select is used to select one or more options 

from given list of choice. 

 

 The two following examples are <SELECT> 

</SELECT> elements, where the attributes are set 

differently. 

1. Drop Down List 

2. List Box 
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 Select element’s attributes are: 
 NAME: Name of variable to be sent to application 

 SIZE: Sets the number of visible choices. 

 MULTIPLE: User can make multiple selections. By 

default one is allowed. 

 

 OPTIONS: The list items are added to <SELECT> 

elements by <OPTION> </OPTION> elements. 

 

 Option element’s attributes are: 
 SELECTED: If it is selected when the document is 

initially loaded. It is an error for more than one 

option to be selected. 

 VALUE: Specifies the value of variable named in 

select element. 
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EXAMPLE 
<html><body><h3><h2>DROPDOWN LIST</h2> <form> 

Select your known languages: 

<select name=”languages”> 

   <option selected>Hindi</option> 

   <option>Gujarati</option> 

   <option>English</option> 

   <option>Sanskrit</option> 

</select> 

</form>  <h2>LIST BOX</h2> <form> 

Select your known languages: 

<select name=”select” size=”4” multiple=”true”> 

   <option>  </option>    

   <option selected>Hindi</option> 

   <option>Gujarati</option> 

   <option>English</option> 

   <option>Sanskrit</option> 

</select> 

</form></h3></body> </html> 
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OUTPUT 
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 4.2 SUBMITTING FORM VALUES, USING $_GET AND       

     $_POST METHODS, $_REQUEST 

 4.3 ACCESSING FORM INPUTS WITH GET/POST 

FUNCTIONS 

 

 After understanding how the FORM Element and 

INPUT Element now its time to design the  web 

application that accepts some input from the user 

and process the input value entered by the user. 

 

 In order to design web application the shows how 

to processing form follows the steps given below : 
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GET Method:   

 

 The GET method passes arguments from in page to 
next page as a part of the URL Query String. 

 

 When used for form handling, GET appends the 
indicated variable name and value to the URL 
designated in the ACTION attribute with a question 
mark separator. 

 

 Each item submitted via GET method is accessed in 
the handler via $_GET array. 
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EXAMPLE 

<html> 

<body> 

 <form action=”welcome.php” method=”GET”> 

  Enter your name: <input type=”text” 
name=”name” /> 

  Enter your age: <input type=”text” name=”age” /> 

  <input type=”submit” value=”OK” /> 

 </form> 

</body> 

</html> 

URL: 

http://localhost/welcome.php?name=Sachin&age=30&submit=

OK 

 

18 

QUERYSTRING 

http://localhost/welcome.php?name=Sachin&age=30&submit=OK
http://localhost/welcome.php?name=Sachin&age=30&submit=OK


CONTINUE… 

The “welcome.php” file looks like this:   

<html> 

<body> 

 Welcome <?php echo $_GET[“name”]; ?>.<br/> 

 You are <?php echo $_GET[“age”]; ?> years old! 
</body> 

</html> 

 

Output: 

 

 Welcome Sachin 

 You are 30 years old! 
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POST Method:   

 

 POST method is the preferred method of form 
submission. 

 

 The form data set is included in the body of the form 
when it is forwarded to the processing agent (web 
server). 

 

 No visible change to the URL will result according to 
the different data submitted. 

 

 Each item submitted vai POST method is accessed in 
the handler via the $_POST array. 
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EXAMPLE 

Step1 :  

Create a web page named form1.php as shown below : 

<html> 

<head> 

 <title> Processing form element </title> 

</head> 

<body> 

 <form name="form1" method="post” action=“form2.php" > 

 Enter your name : 

   <input type="text" name="username" /> 

   <input type="submit" name="submit" value="submit"  /> 

 </form> 

</body> 

</html> 
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EXAMPLE 
Step  2 : Now create another webpage named form2.php 
that process the input entered in the form1.php as shown 
below : 

 

 <?php 
  $name=$_POST[‘username’]; 
  echo “Hello welcome “.$name;     
   ?> 

 

Step 3 : Now run the form1.php file it will display 
following : 

 

  Now, enter your name and click on submit button it will 
 display following : 

 

 Output: 

    Hello welcome VPMP 
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 4.4 COMBINING HTML AND PHP 

CODES TOGETHER  

  Combining HTML and PHP codes together 

on single page 

 $_SERVER is a PHP super global variable 

which holds information about headers, paths, 

and script locations. 

 $_SERVER['PHP_SELF'] Returns the 

filename of the currently executing script 

 Example 

<?php  

echo $_SERVER['PHP_SELF']; 

?> 

Output:  

 /php/demo_global_server.php 
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 Redirecting the user 

 The header() function sends a raw HTTP header to 

a client. 

 User can be redirected from one page to another 

page using header() function. 

 Syantx: header(‘Locatoin:url’)  
 It is important to notice that header() must be called 

before any actual output is sent (In PHP 4 and later, 

you can use output buffering to solve this problem):  

 Example: 

 <?php 

 header('Location: display.php'); 

?> 

 Output: It will redirect user to display.php file. 
24 



 

 

4.5 BASICS OF COOKIES,  

USING COOKIES AND MAINTAINING 

SESSION 

 
 

 

 A cookie is a small piece of information that is 

stored either on the client computer’s browser 
memory or in a file on the hard disk. 

 A cookie having name and value. 

 A cookie is useful for storing user specific 

information such as username, last visit etc. 

 One can pass variables between pages by mean of 

cookies. 
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Syntax: setcookie(‘Name’, Value, ExpireTime) 
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Parameter Description 

Name Required. Specifies the name of the cookie 

Value Optional. Specifies the value of the cookie 

ExpireTIme Optional. Specifies when the cookie expires. 

The value: time()+86400*30, will set the 

cookie to expire in 30 days. If this parameter 

is omitted or set to 0, the cookie will expire at 

the end of the session (when the browser 

closes). Default is 0 



4.6 USING COOKIE VARIABLE 

 Example: 

<?php 

$cookie_name = "user"; 

$cookie_value = "Alex Porter"; 

setcookie($cookie_name, $cookie_value, time() + (86400 * 

30), "/"); 

?> 

<html><body> 

<?php 

 if(!isset($_COOKIE[$cookie_name])) { 

     echo "Cookie named '" . $cookie_name . "' is not set!"; 

 } else { 

     echo "Cookie '" . $cookie_name . "' is set!<br>"; 

     echo "Value is: " . $_COOKIE[$cookie_name]; 

 } 

?></body></html> 
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DELETE A COOKIE 

 
<?php 

// set the expiration date to one hour ago 

setcookie("user", "", time() - 3600); 

?> 

<html> 

<body> 

 

<?php 

 echo "Cookie 'user' is deleted."; 

?> 

</body> 

</html> 

 

Output: 

   Cookie 'user' is deleted. 
28 



  

4.7 UNDERSTANDING SESSIONS AND 

SESSION VARIABLE 
 

 A session is a way to store information (in 

variables) to be used across multiple pages. 

 

 Unlike a cookie, the information is not stored on 

the users computer. 

 

 A session is started with the session_start() 

function. 

 

 Session variables are set with the PHP global 

variable: $_SESSION. 
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4.8 STARTING A SESSION, REGISTERING 

AND MODIFYING SESSION VARIABLE 
  Start a PHP Session 

 A session is started with the session_start() 

function. 

 Session variables are set with the PHP global 

variable: $_SESSION. 

 Now, let's create a new page called 

"demo_session1.php". In this page, we start a 

new PHP session and set some session variables: 
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EXAMPLE 

<?php 

// Start the session 

session_start(); 

?> 

<html><body> 

<?php 

 // Set session variables 

 $_SESSION["favcolor"] = "green"; 

 $_SESSION["favanimal"] = "cat"; 

 echo "Session variables are set."; 

 ?> 

</body></html>  

 Output:  

   Session variables are set.  31 



DESTROY A PHP SESSION 
 
 To remove all global session variables and destroy the 

session, use session_unset() and session_destroy(): 

 Example 

   <?php 
session_start(); 
?> 
<html><body> 
 <?php 
  // remove all session variables 
  session_unset();  
 
  // destroy the session  
  session_destroy();  
 ?> 
 
</body></html>  

Output:  

 All session variables are now removed, and the session 
is destroyed.  
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 4.9 MANAGING USER PREFERENCES WITH 

SESSION 

 Generally session is useful in environment of registered 

users. 

 First users have to registered themselves. 

 After completion of registration process they will get 

unique UserID and Password. 

 Now only registered users can login to system. 

 As user login to system session is started and remains in 

existence until user logout. 

 Example: You need branch related record of student then 

store student’s branch in session so you don’t need to access 
branch of student each time from database 
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THANK YOU 
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